atropine do not modify the action of Percain on the heart. It appears therefore that the action is one on the heart muscle and not on the parasympathetic mechanism. With smaller doses of Percain the action on the heart is one of marked slowing and some depression. There is no irregularity of the heart.
In perfusion experiments with both mammalian and amphibian hearts the toxic action of the drug on the myocardium is clearly seen. Plate I, fig. D The blood pressure falls, owing to the lessened output of the heart as well as to the dilatation of the blood vessels. The latter action may be due to the direct action of the drug on the muscles of the blood vessels and also to the depressant action on the vasomotor centre.
The action on the vasomotor centre will be discussed later.
The important site of action of the drug as far as the cardio-vascular system is concerned is, therefore, on the myocardium. The heart is depressed, slowed and becomes irregular. If however respiration is maintained throughout, the irregularity of the heart and the dose of Percain is not too large, there is always a hope of the heart resuming its normal beat after showing irregularity for a fairly long time. (iv) Nausea, thirst and a feeling of suffocation.
The symptoms of warmth, nausea, thirst and suffocation can be explained by changes in the circulatory and respiratory systems. The following is the routine adopted to combat these symptoms.
(i) Application of a cold towel round the face and neck.
(ii) Encouraging the patient to breath deeply 
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The youngest of the patients was fifteen years old while the oldest was sixty.
The following table gives the details about the dose, height of analgesia, length of spine, etc. Table I Gives the age, weight, dose, fall of blood pressure, height of analgesia and other details, of upper abdomen operations. 1:1,500 Percain was used in all cases except those marked (T) [ Feb., 1932 drug, when a 1:1,500 concentration is used in doses calculated according to the method given. 
